Pre-war design that won the hearts of America and ramped up Abingdon production

ritzin'’s dominance in the post-WW?2
car industry can be attzibuted to a
handful of key models. Just think of
the impact the Jaguar XK120 and
Triumph’s TRs made zcress the
Atlantic. Our motoring heritage would read very
differently ifit hadn't been for cars such as those
and, of course, the T-series MGs. This was the
mode! that endeared British sports cars to Amer-
ca and the rest of the world, as thousands of
returning Gls spread the word after falling for
their pratty lines and nimble road manners while
on tours of duty during the waz. And with some
10,000 examples rolling cut of Abingdon in just
five years, the T'C was a veritable blockbuster
compared to MG’s three- and four-figure
production runs prior to the hostilities. [t may
have been hittle more than a warmed-over pre-
war TA, butthe TC% success inspired the famous
octagon brand’ rise to becoming a near diction-
ary definidion of the sports car,

Get behind the wheel of one today and vou'll
understand why those GIs were hooked:
re as captvating o drive as they are to look
at. With a low, Brm ride from its undershung
chassis, delightfully frank road manners and a
willing engine, a TC enthrals with the simple,

predictable pleasures of pre-war motoring. Its
those attributes that Abingdon relied upon when
it restarted car production. With lietle opportu-
nity for research and development during the
war, MG dusted off the design for the XPAG-
engined TB that had abruptly ceased in 1939
after a mere 379 were built. Gambling on the
pre-war Midgets having made enough of a mark
for the TB' stvling and mechanics to still be
successful, the only changes were a revised
design for the rear spring hanger and a slightly
wider bedy to improve cockpit space,
Nonetheless, the TC was still 2 breath of fresh
air in a sea of automotive avsterity and it became
the wheels of choice for young blades in search
of the fairer sex. A raft of runing aceessories
emerged to make them quicker and many a cut-
down TC gave its owner their first taste of the
track. T'Cs were also covered as student wheels
in the 19505 and '60s, which 1s how Australian
Michael Card was introduced to the model in
carly-"60s Melbourne. Three decades later —and
by then in the UK - he decided o rekindle those
memories by treating himself to this fine 1949
example, which turned out not to be as good as it
looked: “Tt was complete and running, but was
full of plastic filler underneath.” Seven years on,

Card finally completed a total restoration over
18 months, doing everything himself bar the
upholstery and paintwork. The result is excep-
ticnally impressive, with his TC boasting perfect
panel gaps and exquisite paintwork.

TC values have always been strong and they
rernain one of the best post-war MGs to opt for
asaninvestment, “A yearanda halfago few TCs
made £20k.” says model specialist Peter Edney,
“but now mast are selling for over that. Scrufty
originals in need of resteradon are still around
from £14k, but you'll have to pay double that for
a concours, nut-and-bolt restored example.”
Compromised styling makes the TD —the TC5
successer — around 25% cheaper, but the more
mechanically capable TF commands the same
money for itsimproved drivability.

Asapre-war design, a TCis never going to be
a practical daily driver or the classic of choice for
a cross-continental jaunt, The later T-series
derivatives tick those boxes, but what a TC will
do instead is reminé you of the character and
sheer fun that’s intrinsic to a true sports car and
that made the first post-war MGs so fantastic to
drive, As Card peints out: “Tt doesn’t matter that
its nota fast car, because it’s the pleasure of driv-
ing it that vou most appreciate.” GH

‘ATCENTHRALS WITH ITS SIMPLE, PREDICTABLE PLEASURES'
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FACTFILE

Sold/number built 1345-49/c10,000
Construction stzel 2yassis, steel body over ash
frame Engine 1250z 2w four twin 5U carbs
Max power 54bhp & 5200rpm

Max torque 64ib ft @ 2600:pm

Transmission four-sp2ed manual ro synchre o
fi-st. drivieg rear wheels Suspension: front
bezm axle rear live ax'e; ser -elfiptic lea®
springs anc hycraulic lever-arm dampoers %/
Steering cam gear Brakes hydraulic drums
0-60mph 27 3 <22z Top speed 75mp~ Mpg 27
Price new £527 155 3d Now £20-27,000

TROUBLE SPOTS

Ash frame condition is cruciz. pa-ticalarly
whera L extencs past the chass's and behind
the dash. Loc« for bad scuttle skaks and
movament in the A-posts

Chassis are prone to cracking near the master
cylinder mounting point and previous corresion
zzn'wea<en the chassis rails

Crank oil seals leak - check for this and listen
fer knecking from the angine. Parts are pricey
and a full rebu ld will cost £3500

Look for play in the steering box

DID YOU KNOW?

® Lo Mans legend and Cobra creater Carroll
Shelby started his racing career inan MG TC
® A spscial-bodied TC was entered at Le
Mans four timeas by privateer Gearge Phillips,
but he finished arly once, in 1950, wher he
came L8th oversli

@ The TC was Abingdon’s last beam-axle car
® The XPAG eng ne has metric thraads,
allegediy because the tooling was frem 3
Hotch< ss machine gun prezured frem the
“rench during ths Great War

@ More than 180,000 XPAG engines were
built to powar everything from generators to
aeroplane starters

@ Much of the TC's design was attributed to
HN Charles, who wenr to on aircratt propeller
firm during WW2 and never r2turned to MG

® The TC's claimed 4in extra width over the
TB was a merketing mishap: it's actually only
2in wider than its predecessor

® All TCs were rignt-hand drive

® After TA, TB, TC and TD, MG skipped the TE
madel designation in favour of TF Following
concerns that it could become & laughing
stock and labelled the ‘tee hee'

Left to right: cockpitis
wider than that of TA/TB,
but still tights XPAG motor
was first Nuffield unit in
an MG; post-WW2 MG TC
rotains pre-war looks

TA/TB (1936-'39, 3362 bul)
Firstof the post-hMor's takeover

push-od T-series cars got the
TC's XPAG mator in 38 T8 form

TD (194953, 29,664 built)
First MG witk i"s. Rac<-and-
pinion steering and steel disc
wheels, ut ¢ame 1250cc motar

TF (1953-'55, 9600 built)
Updatec TD with siignt'y more
modern ook, and 63bhp 1500
(Nuffiald, not B-series) from 54

The verdi

C
E
L
f

E

July 2009 Classic ©Sports Car 83



